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December 15, 2020 
 
Dear Rockaway Borough Parents and Families, 
 
In the past, one of the hardest jobs of a Superintendent was to make the decision to close or 
not close school due to inclement weather.   With an upcoming forecast of a Nor’easter for this 
week, I would like to share my plans with you regarding “snow days” moving forward. 
 

• If we have inclement weather when the district is 100% virtual, (as we are right now), 
we will take advantage of the day by providing students with remote instruction 
following our designated cycle day schedule.   This option was made allowable last 
spring when schools were closed as part of the public health emergency allowing virtual 
days to count as part of the required 180 days of instruction for New Jersey schools. The 
only deterrent would be a possible widespread power outage in town. 

• If the district, however, is providing instruction in either a hybrid manner or any version 
of "in-person" instruction, we will take advantage of traditional "snow days", and virtual 
instruction will not be provided.  In that case, an announcement via K-12 alerts will be 
sent out to students and their families and posted on our website as we have done in 
the past alerting every one of the potential day off. 

 
While we have most certainly learned during the pandemic that our educational situation is 
very fluid, this is the course of action the Borough will be following for now as I believe it is a 
good compromise for all learning platforms and weather conditions. 
 
Thank you in advance for your understanding and cooperation and as always, stay safe. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
 

Phyllis Alpaugh 
Superintendent 
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